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Professor Ntate Dan Kgwadi was born on 28 July 1967 at 
Kraaipan Village in the North West Province, South Africa.

His rich academic career is outlined below:

WORK EXPERIENCE
• Vice-Chancellor and Principal: Vaal University of Technology   
 (1st Feb 2022 -) 
• Vice-Chancellor and Principal  :  North-West University   
 (2014-2022)
• Rector :  Mafikeng Campus, North-West University
 (2005 –  2014)
• Senior Manager/Assessment Coordinator: National Nuclear   
 Regulator (2002 -2004)
• Head: Physics Department : Vaal University of Technology
• Lecturer and HoD (Physics Department) – North West   
 University
• Researcher and Teaching Assistant – Ball State University   
 (USA)
• Physics Teacher – Patsima High School

ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS
• PhD (Management) – honoris causa, Hanseo University,   
 South Korea
• MPhil (Environmental Law) – University of the North, South   
 Africa
• PhD (Physics) – University of Potchefstroom
• Msc (Physics) – Ball State University, USA
• BSc (Physics and Chemistry) – University of Bophuthatswana
• Executive Leadership Programme  - Saiid Business School,   
 University of Oxford

ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP
As Vice-Chancellor and Principal (2014-Jan 2022),  Professor 
Kgwadi championed and  led the North West University(NWU) 
into a unitary instruction from a federal structure. He accelerated 
the transformation process and improved the rating and ranking 
of the university internationally.
In 2005 he became the  first Rector of NWU’s Mafikeng campus.  
In this role he displayed profound leadership and guided the 
Mafikeng campus through challenges of transformation and a 
changing environment. During his tenure of unwavering determi-

nation, Mafikeng  transformed into a stable and diverse campus 
with a vibrant academic and student life as well as financial 
stability. Equipped with astute management skills, Professor 
Kgwadi established excellent relations and partnerships for the 
campus, both  locally and internationally. 
Academic scholarship
Early in his career, Prof Kgwadi obtained an Educational Oppor-
tunities Council work-study scholarship to pursue his physics 
studies in the USA (Ball State University). In recognition of his 
outstanding scholarship in physics,  he was admitted to the 
sigma-pi-sigma honour society.
He has been a member of numerous professional bodies and 
chaired the education sub-group of the South African Institute of 
Physics (SAIP). 
Over the years, Ntate has supervised and served as an external 
examiner of Masters and PhD students in the fields of physics 
education and radiation physics.

Passion for Teaching, Mentorship and Stakeholder Relations
Despite a tight schedule as Mafikeng campus Rector, Prof 
Kgwadi continued to teach a first year physics class. He is 
passionate about teaching and mentoring budding academics 
and leaders. During his term as  a member of UMALUSI Council 
he served as Chairperson of the Assessment Standard Commit-
tee. 
Prof Kgwadi  is  committed to academic excellence, community 
services and partnerships with the public and industry. He is 
passionate about empowering motivated and underprivileged 
youth. Over the years he has sponsored some students through 
college and university education.

THE JOURNEY CONTINUES…
Due to his courageous character, Professor Kgwadi completed a 
sky-diving course and obtained a sky diving certificate from the 
American Parachute Association.  
Like a passionate traveller, Prof Kgwadi does not believe in 
arriving. His current role at the VUT is yet another journey he has 
embarked upon with passion and determination.


